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LATIN  AMERICA’S  PLACE  IN 
WORLD  LIFE 

By  Samuel  Guy  Inman 

With  the  signing  of  peace  the  world’s  attention 
will  shift  from  Europe  to  Latin  America.  Food, 
room  for  over-crowded  populations,  and  a market 
for  surplus  goods  and  capital  are  the  great  quests  of 
the  world,  which  will  compel  the  wooing  of  these 
twenty  great,  rich,  undeveloped  nations  to  the  South. 

Beginning  at  the  Rio  Grande  and  stretching  down 
through  Mexico,  Central  America,  across  Panama, 
over  Venezuela,  Colombia,  Brazil,  Peru,  and  the 
abounding  plains  of  Argentina  to  the  Straits  of 
Magellan  is  the  largest  stretch  of  undeveloped  fer- 
tile land  in  the  entire  world.  All  the  population  of 
the  world  could  find  place  here  and  be  only  one-third 
as  crowded  as  is  Porto  Rico.  Argentina,  far  more 
capable  than  New  York  of  sustaining  a dense  popu- 
lation, would  have  220  million  people  instead  of  8 
million,  if  it  were  as  densely  populated  as  that  State. 
Little  Cuba  has  more  foreign  commerce  than  Japan 
and  China  combined.  This  is  why  capitalists,  manu- 
facturers, steamship  directors,  food  economists  and 
political  leaders  in  Europe,  North  America  and  even 
Japan  are  so  intently  fixing  their  attention  on  these 
fallow  lands.  A great  part  of  our  newly  built  mer- 


chant  marine  will  be  assigned  to  the  West  Indies, 
Central  and  South  America.  The  biggest  packing 
company  of  the  United  States  the  other  day  shifted 
its  most  important  organizer  from  New  York  to 
Buenos  Aires. 

The  World  War  has  led  Latin  America  to  open 
wider  her  doors  to  the  United  States.  Stopped  by 
the  war  from  getting  their  capital  and  manufac- 
tured goods  from  Europe,  these  countries  suddenly 
appealed  to  us,  and  the  Pan-American  Financial  Con- 
gress in  Washington  was  our  Government’s  answer. 
Today,  North  American  banks,  ships,  and  stores  are 
seen  everywhere.  These  have  helped  break  down 
the  strong  prejudice  that  has  existed  against  the 
United  States.  But  what  has  done  still  more  to  bring 
them  to  understand  and  appreciate  this  country  has 
been  our  entrance  into  the  World  War.  The  “Yan- 
kee dollar-chaser,”  with  his  Monroe  Doctrine  of 
“America  for  North  Americans,”  has  changed  into 
the  unselfish  defender  of  Democracy,  renouncing 
profits  in  munitions  to  fight  the  battles  of  Democracy 
for  every  American  nation.  So  now,  instead  of  the 
old  warnings,  “American  Solidarity”  is  the  univer- 
sally expressed  desire. 

The  new  spirit  of  confidence  is  demonstrated  by  the 
increasing  number  of  Latin  American  students  com- 
ing to  the  United  States.  The  other  day  twenty- 
seven  arrived  on  one  ship  from  Brazil,  all  sent  by 
the  National  Government — which  Government  re- 
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quested  that  the  students  be  met  and  helped  to  their 
schools  by  the  Christian  forces  here  that  supported 
the  missionary  work  they  had  so  approvingly  wit- 
nessed in  Brazil. 

A law  has  been  introduced  into  the  National  Con- 
gress to  provide  several  scholarships  for  North 
American  students  in  Brazilian  colleges,  and  to  en- 
dow a chair  of  Brazilian  history  in  a North  Ameri- 
can University.  The  same  Government  has  recently 
employed  a young  woman  missionary  to  become  prin- 
cipal of  a large  Girls’  School  for  Domestic  Science 
and  Home  Training  and  sent  her  to  the  United  States 
to  secure  seven  other  young  women  to  help  in  the 
project,  prescribing  that  all  of  them  shall  have  the 
same  missionary  spirit  that  she  has. 

The  World  War  has  shown  Latin  America  her  need 
of  religion.  Her  intellectual  classes,  becoming  dis- 
gusted with  the  old  formal  religion,  opposed  to  all 
progress,  had  come  to  think  that  science,  philosophy 
and  economics  were  sufficient.  But  it  is  doubtful  if 
anywhere  in  the  world  the  crash  of  the  world’s  most 
scientific  nation  has  been  more  keenly  felt  than  in 
Latin  America.  An  illustration  of  the  way  leaders 
are  awakening  to  the  need  of  a spiritual  basis  for 
national  and  personal  life  is  the  recent  suggestion  of 
a university  professor  of  Buenos  Aires  that  a Con- 
gress of  Religion  be  called  to  find  a basis  for  religious 
life  before  his  nation  was  lost  entirely  in  mate- 
rialism. 


Many  national  leaders  are  turning  to  North 
American  missionary  torces  to  direct  either  new  in- 
stitutions or  old  ones  which,  while  well  equipped, 
have  failed  because  of  lack  of  unselfish,  devoted  ser- 
vice on  the  part  of  the  directors.  Often  there  is 
frank  acknowledgment  that  they  have  not  the  altru- 
istic prepared  leadership  which  they  realize  can  be 
found  only  among  North  American  Evangelical 
Christians. 

The  new  day  is  well  expressed  by  a word  just  re- 
ceived from  a leading  missionary  of  South  America, 
who  has  an  open  door  in  practically  every  Univer- 
sity of  South  America. 

“With  the  present  spiritual  unrest  that  sig- 
nifies a deep  longing  for  something  morally  and 
spiritually  better  and  with  the  United  States 
standing  today  beside  France  in  the  affections 
of  the  South  American  peoples,  one  longs  to  see 
every  North  American  agency  that  can  make  a 
genuine  contribution  to  the  moral  and  spiritual 
progress  of  South  America  give  itself  whole- 
heartedly to  this  opportunity  for  Christian  effort 
in  South  America.  No  such  time  has  existed 
since  the  days  following  the  gaining  of  their 
political  independence.” 

Fortunately,  the  Christian  forces  of  North 
America  are  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  this  op- 
portunity. Following  the  Panama  Congress  in  1916, 
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thirty  Mission  Boards  have  united  in  a Board  of 
Strategy  known  as  the  Committee  on  Cooperation  in 
Latin  America.  Territorial  responsibility  has  been 
fixed  so  as  largely  to  eliminate  overlapping,  and  in- 
clusive programs  have  been  mapped  out  for  this  con- 
tinent and  a half.  Union  colleges  or  theological 
seminaries  have  been  recently  begun  in  Mexico  City, 
Porto  Rico,  Chile,  Argentina  and  Brazil.  An  inter- 
national, union  “Faculty  of  Theology  and  Social 
Sciences”  is  soon  to  be  opened  in  Montevideo,  the 
Hague  of  South  America,  where  graduate  training 
will  be  given  to  students  from  the  whole  continent. 
A comprehensive  program  for  the  production  of  an 
extensive  literature  in  Spanish  and  Portuguese  is  be- 
ing rapidly  developed,  with  all  the  Mission  Boards 
cooperating.  These  large,  comprehensive  plans  call 
for  leadership  of  the  first  class  and  offer  positions 
of  influence  that  will  reach  out  over  a continent. 

The  cry  of  today  is  no  longer  Horace  Greeley’s 
“Young  Man,  go  West,”  but  Ezekiel’s  “Son  of  Man, 
set  thy  face  toward  the  South.”  There  to  the  South 
you  will  find  rich  young  nations,  facing  a great  fu- 
ture. There  you  will  find  the  forces  of  the  old  world 
battling  for  cultural  and  commercial  supremacy. 
There  men  and  women  of  deep  conviction,  of  living 
Christian  experience,  of  loving  sympathy  and  of  am- 
ple preparation  will  find  open  to  them  avenues  of  in- 
fluence that  sweep  across  a continent  of  opportunity. 
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